 Tragic Hero: common characteristics 
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1.) Noble  Birth/ Stature: He is not an ordinary man, but a man with nobility, high stature, outstanding qualities and greatness. The birth may also have something “strange” about it, or it may be an adoption. His own destruction is for a greater cause or principle. Though the tragic hero is pre-eminently great, he/she is not perfect. Otherwise, the rest of us–mere mortals–would be unable to identify with the tragic hero. He is a good, respected man who acts out of good intentions. He has much to lose.
2.) Tragic Flaw (Hamartia):  the tragic hero must "fall" due to some flaw in his own personality. The most common tragic flaw is hubris (excessive pride); one who tries to attain too much possesses hubris. In fact, the tragedy is usually triggered by some error of judgment or some character flaw that contributes to the hero’s lack of perfection.  Often the character’s hamartia involves hubris (arrogant pride or over-confidence).  The tragic hero falls because he chooses one course of action over another. The hero’s downfall, therefore, is partially her/his own fault, the result of free choice, not of accident or villainy or some overriding, malignant fate.  The hero’s misfortune is not wholly deserved. 
3.)  Loses Everything: Experiences a reversal of fortune brought about by the hero's tragic flaw. The Tragic Hero suffers a reversal of fortune – at one point in the play he/she has everything, then all is lost.

4.)  Supernatural Element:  There may sometimes be supernatural involvement (in Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, Caesar is warned of his death via Calpurnia’s vision and Brutus is warned of his impending death by the ghost of Caesar). This supernatural may be dreams, ghosts, events, changes, etc. 
5.) Recognizes Consequences of Actions: Hero has “Increased Awareness.”  It is crucial that the tragic hero come to some sort of an understanding of what went wrong or of what was really going on before he/she comes to his/her end; produces Catharsis in the audience (catharsis is a feeling of "emotional purgation" that an audience feels after witnessing the plight of a tragic hero: we feel emotionally drained, but exultant).  Aristotle said: "A man cannot become a hero until he can see the root of his own downfall."
6.)  Punishment Exceeds Crime: the audience must not be left feeling that the tragic hero got what he de- served. Part of what makes the action "tragic" is to witness the injustice of what occurs to the tragic hero. 
[image: image2.jpg]



7.)  Fall Is Not Pure Loss. There is some increase in awareness, some gain in self-knowledge, some discovery on the part of the tragic hero. Though it arouses solemn emotion, tragedy does not leave its audience in a state of depression. Aristotle argues that one function of tragedy is to arouse the “unhealthy” emotions of pity and fear and through a catharsis (which comes from watching the tragic hero’s terrible fate) cleanse us of those emotions. It might be worth noting here that Greek drama was not considered “entertainment,” pure and simple; it had a communal function to contribute to the good health of the community. This is why dramatic performances were a part of religious festivals and community celebrations.

8.)  Physical or Spiritual Wound:  Tragic Hero is physically or spiritually wounded by his experiences, often resulting in his death, or a fate worse than death.
9.) Usually a Male:  The Tragic Hero, in early drama, is usually a male.
Assignment:    AS you read Oedipus the King, complete the graphic organizer on the back.   List   

                            “Textual Specifics” – words  from the play!    Make sure you list the part, line 
                              number, and speaker of the words listed. 
Name: ___________________                         Oedipus Rex:                                                                          Period: ___
Tragic Hero Graphic Organizer
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


                                     List “Textual Specifics” that PROVE trait (the exact words)-note part/line/speaker
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